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1. IN STRONG, WELL- ARGUED LETTER COVERING HALE OE PAGE 4 
OE LE MONDE MAY 13 THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR IN PARIS PRE- 
SENTS AN UNUSUAL PUBLIC DEFENSE AGAINST THE WIDE RANGE 
OE ACCUSATIONS TO WHICH FRENCH HAVE BEEN SUBJECTING THE 
UK SINCE THE RECENT AGRICULTURAL MINISTERS MEETING IN 
LUXEMBOURG AND THE EVENTS LEADING UP TO JENKINS' EXCLU- 
SION EROM THE EIRST DAY AT THE LONDON SUMMIT. WE SHOULD 
ADD THAT THIS CRITICISM HAS CONTINUED TO BE REELECTED IN 
ERENCH OEEICIAL CONVERSATIONS SINCE THEN, WHERE UK BE- 
HAVIOR WITH REGARD TO THE COMMON MARKET CONTINUES TO BE 
ATTACKED. 
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2. THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR'S LETTER (COPIES OF WHICH WE 
ARE POUCHING TO THE DEPARTMENT - WE/DOBBINS AND RPE 
EMBASSY LONDON AND EC BRUSSELS) FIRST TAKES UP THE TWO 
MOST CONTROVERSIAL CONCRETE ISSUES, OE AGRICULTURAL 
PRICES AND BUTTER, IN SOME DETAIL; AND THEN MOVES TO THE 
BROADER GROUND, RAISED BY A LEMONDE EDITORIAL ON APRIL 
27 (PARA 2, REETEL), WHETHER IT IS THE UK'S INTENTION 
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TO QUOTE REPLACE THE COMMUNITY WITH A FREE TRADE 
ZONE DOMINATED BY THE US ENDQTE. 

3. SINCE JOINING THE MARKET, THE AMBASSADOR ARGUES, THE 
UK HAS A) NOTICEABLY REDUCED ITS PURCHASES OUTSIDE OF 
THE COMMUNITY, EVEN IN QTE SENSITIVE ENDQTE AREAS LIKE 
NEW ZEALAND CHEESE AND BUTTER; B) HAS INTERVENED WITH 
JAPANESE IN CONCERT WITH REST OF THE COMMUNITY REGARDING 
THEIR EXCESSIVE PRESENCE ON THE COMMUNITY MARKET IN 
CERTAIN SECTORS SUCH AS STEEL; C) HAS SUPPORTED ITS 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS VIS-A-VIS THE US ON US TRADE RESTRICT- 
IONS; D) PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN THE NEGOTIATION OF THE 

LOME CONVENTION WHICH GIVES DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AD- 
VANTAGES REFUSED TO THE US; AND E) SHARES ITS PARTNERS' 
VIEWS, INCLUDING THOSE OF FRANCE, ON THE MTN AND THE 
IMPORTANCE OF PROTECTING THE COMMON MARKET IN THE FRAME- 
WORK OF THE MULTI-FIBER AGREEMENT. THE LETTER 
CONCLUDES WITH A FORCEFUL REASSERTION OF THE UK'S ATTACH- 
MENT TO THE COMMUNITY, QTE WHICH SHOULD NO LONGER BE PUT 
IN QUESTION. ENDQTE. 

4. ASKED ABOUT THE BACKGROUND OF THIS LETTER, A 
BRITISH EMBASSY COLLEAGUE SAID SIMPLY THAT BRITS WERE 
QTE FINALLY TIRED OF TAKING FRENCH GUFF AND DECIDED TO 
REPLY. ENDQTE. WE ASSUME, HOWEVER, THAT DECISION WAS 
NOT MADE IN PARIS, AND IS FOREIGN OFFICE'S 

WAY OF LETTING GISCARD KNOW THAT RECENT HARPING WAS 
COMING CLOSE TO ACCEPTABLE LIMITS. QTE CRITICISM ENDQTE 
THE BRITISH AMBASSADOR HAD SAID IN OPENING OF HIS LETTER, 
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QTE IS THE LIFE'S BREATH OF THE COMMUNITY. ENDQTE. 

HOWEVER, THE RECENT LE MONDE EDITORIAL (WHICH, WE ADD, 

WAS OBVIOUSLY INSPIRED) SEEMED TO QTE EXCEED THE LIMITS 
OF FAIR PLAY ENDQTE. THE MESSAGE IS CLEAR. 

GAMMON 
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